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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2011-668
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President Joost
Date of Introduction: October 11, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: R, RCD
Date of Analysis: October 13, 2011
Type of Action: Petition to Florida Legislature; requesting emergency approval.
Bill Summary: The bill requests the Florida Legislature to amend Florida Statutes Chapter 790 – Weapons and Firearms - to expand the current prohibition on carrying handguns into meetings of a county governing body to also include a prohibition on carrying handguns into meetings of committees of the governing body or into the administrative building of counties, municipalities, special purpose districts, independent authorities or independent agencies.  The bill requests emergency approval in order to be transmitted in a timely manner to the legislature in preparation for the 2012 session.
Background Information: The Florida Statutes pre-empt all regulation of firearms by local governments and reserve the regulation of guns to the state.  The statues already prohibit the carrying of firearms into meetings of a county governing body, municipal governing body, school board or special purpose district.  The law also prohibits carrying firearms into meetings of the Florida Legislature or any committee of the legislature.  The statute also prohibits carrying firearms at any time into the administrative buildings of school districts, but does not prohibit them on the same basis from the administrative buildings of counties, municipalities, special districts or local government independent authorities. This bill asks the legislature to make the prohibitions uniform by expanding the prohibition to cover committee meetings of county, municipal and school governing bodies in the same manner is it applies to the state legislature’s committees, and to apply to city, county and special district administrative buildings in the same way that it applies to school district administrative buildings.
Policy Impact Area: Firearm regulation; public safety
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Clements
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